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Artwork by Cornelius and Imogen, Year 7  
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Kindling a light 
 

Kindlehill is a social deed. Our purpose is to  educate children and young people to 

be powerfully equipped in becoming individuals who contribute to creating a more 

compassionate and fair society for all.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

òWe love our children: our teaching is inspired by knowledge of the 

human being and love of children. And another love is being built 

up around us, the love of parents for the true essence of the school. 

Only within such a community can we work towards a future of 

humankind able to prosper and withstandó 

Rudolf Steiner  

Kindlehill, a K-10  Steiner School in  

Wentworth Falls, Blue Mountains , NSW . 
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Four guiding principles to being a really good teacher 
By Sõhaila Bernard, Class 2-3 Teacher 

During the winter break I had the chance to reread parts of Rudolf Steiner's 

'Practical Advice to Teachers' in particular his closing remarks after the 14 lectures. 

The 4 guiding principles he spoke of have stayed with me into this term, in my 

dreams, conversations and imagination. It is indeed something I keep striving for: 

to be a really, really good , and even a great teacher for those I teach. Here are 

some of my thoughts. The first principle was 'teachers must be people of initiative'. 

That is someone who is interested 

in the different and fresh, someone 

willing to try and possibly fail at a 

new pro ject, someone questioning 

and is ever -present to the world 

and their students.  

The second principle is to 'take an 

interest in everything happening  in  

the world'. To be in the local and 

global communities, not blind or 

isolated from what occurs around 

great or small. To be interested in 

other people, places and times. To 

have conversations with friends and strangers from all generations, to explore new 

environments and revisit well known spaces, to notice how time changes around us.  

The third principle being 'the teacher must be one who never compromises in the 

heart and mind with what is untrue;  talks of being honest with thyself with daily 

non - judgmen tal self - reflections and have respectful genuine conversations with 

others.  

The fourth principle I think is 

my favourite -  'No getting stale 

and sour!' Here is where I can 

bring life and love to all around, 

stay fresh and  alive with 

laughter and joy. I  can express 

this through creativity, love and 

connection with both the 

physical and emotional world. 

As Steiner remarks 'something 

more easily said than done, but 

it is, nevertheless, also a golden 

rule for the teacherôs calling'. 

These 4 principles are some thing I continue to strive for both in my teaching as well 

as in my whole life.... they may be the elixir of life!  
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Beneath the Kindlehill Star 
By Lynn Daniel 

ñKindling a light on a hillò, this was the pioneering imagination, reflected in the first 

school logo, under which Kindlehill was started in the 

year 2000. It was to be a new impulse in education 

for a new millennium. In essence, an exploration of 

creative -artistic education that drew from the 

pedagogical insights of Rudolf Steiner into child 

developm ent, and in relationship to the times in 

which we live and to this locality/place where our 

school has being and belonging.  

The creative -artistic education then found a more 

nuanced expression through the imagination of the 

wattle tree that became our lo go. The wattle tree 

brings fertility to depleted soils (they are first 

responders in a bushfire). The sun - like flowers shine 

out into the world with light and nourishment. It was 

an imagination of renewal, of 

generosity, and of connectedness to 

nature and place. Sustainability and 

creating pathways into community 

became key elements. Throughout 

this time, the school put down 

strong roots, raised sheltering branches and flowered abundantly. Needless to say 

there were many challenges along the way but resilie nce and a clearer sense of 

direction and reason for being, are fruits of these.  

More recently we have embraced the dragonfly as a guiding imagination for our 

school. We have a new logo about to be launched 

that sensitively layers kindled light, wattle an d 

dragonfly. The Giant Dragonfly, Petalura, has 

especially connected us to ñcountryò and to the first 

peoples of the Blue Mountains and the continent in 

general. It is also a further step in taking on the 

responsibility that understanding of 

interconnected ness with nature brings. The Giant 

Dragonfly is an endangered species in our region, a 

symbolic and yet very practical challenge to address 

the ecological crisis of our times. In its lifecycle, the 

dragonfly pictures a process of transformation. It 

has a c ertain fragility or ephemeralness and yet is 

an ancient being.  
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This year we have incorporated the imagination of the campfire into our calendar of 

events. A campfire is a place for kindling light and warmth, for reflection, sharing, 

collaborating and cele brating. We are continuing to deepen our understanding of 

what the times and place we live in are asking of us in our educational and social 

tasks. We see ourselves connecting more and more to other initiatives in our 

community, region and globally. We are  oriented to creating a fair and more 

peaceful world. We strive to turn our ideas into ideals to live by. These are big ideas 

yet with very practical and mostly local application. And we are not restricted to 

one campfire! Christ Tobin, local Dharug artist  and educator, is an advocate of 

multiple campfires, where you can move freely one to anotheré. 

These imaginations have guided us through our growth and development as a 

school. This 3 rd  of August we celebrate 17 years. I would like to deeply 

acknowledge every one (child, parent, friend, helper, teacher, godmother, visit or, 

guest and worker and woofer ) who has tended the ñkindling of the light ñat 

Kindlehill. May we ever be a school of generosity, kindness, creativity and 

collaboration in our times and in this place.  

 

 


